
Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act: 
Minimum Self-Sufficiency Wage Levels 

Overview 

The Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act (WIOA) helps people become self-sufficient. This 
means being able to support themselves without needing extra help. Adults, dislocated 
workers, and youth can get help with finding jobs, training for new skills, and getting support 
services if they qualify. This assistance is available to those who need it to improve their 
employment opportunities and succeed in their careers. If someone is part of WIOA and has a 
job, but their wages are not enough to support themselves, they might still qualify for WIOA 
training services. 
To decide if someone gets help, the US Department of Labor has guidelines that identify Lower 
Living Standard Income Level (LLSIL). These guidelines set the minimum amount of money 
needed to be considered self-sufficient in different areas. 

Local Workforce Development Boards (Boards) can choose to set wage levels higher than 100 
percent LLSIL if they think it's necessary for their area. The goal is to help people earn enough 
to take care of themselves and become independent. 

Department of Labor’s Lower Living Standard Income Levels (LLSIL) 

The DOL 100 percent LLSIL guidelines for determining minimum self-sufficiency wages were 
issued in the Federal Register and became effective May 8, 2023. 
US Department of Labor’s (DOL) 100 percent Lower Living Standard Income Level (LLSIL) 
guidelines 

Minimum Self-Sufficiency Wage Levels 

Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington Metropolitan Statistical Area 

City of Dallas, Balance of Dallas County, City of Fort Worth, Balance of Tarrant County (Dallas–
Fort Worth MSA) and Collin County 

Family 
Size 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 >10 

Income $14,937 $24,478 $33,599 $41,469 $48,945 $57,234 $65,523 $73,812 $82,100 $90,389 Add 

$8,289 for 

each 

person 

above 10. 

  

http://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/llsil
http://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/llsil


Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land Metropolitan Statistical Area 

Cities of Houston, The Woodlands, and Sugar Land 

Family 

Size 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 >10 

Income $14,794 $24,237 $33,265      $41,061 $48,459 $56,671 $64,884 $73,097 $81,309 $89,522 Add 

$8,213 for 

each 

person 

above 10. 

  

Texas Non-metro 

South Plains, Middle Rio Grande, and Deep East Texas workforce areas 

Family 

Size 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 >10 

Income $15,174 $24,857 $34,117 $42,116 $49,701 $58,123 $66,546 $74,969 $83,392 $91,815 Add $8,423 

for each 

person above 

10. 

  

Texas Metro 

All Other Areas 

Family 

Size 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 >10 

Income $15,588 $25,541 $35,056 $43,280 $51,081 $59,742 $68,403 $77,065 $85,726 $94,387 Add $8,661 

for each 

person above 

10. 

 


