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Texas Private Employers Add 13,500 Jobs in October,
286,200 Jobs Over the Year

Unemployment rate drops to 8.4 percent

AUSTIN — Texas’ private sector continued to grow in October, adding 13,500 jobs. Texas’ total nonfarm
employment has expanded by 231,600 jobs over the year to reach an estimated 10,616,500 positions in October.
Overall, Texas added 2,500 jobs over the month. Texas has experienced positive annual job growth in the past
18 months with annual growth rates above 2.0 percent for the last five consecutive months.

Texas’ seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 8.4 percent in October, down slightly from 8.5 percent in
September, and remains below the national unemployment rate of 9.0 percent.

“Private employers continue to invest their capital in the growing Texas workforce,” said Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC) Chairman Tom Pauken. “The private sector has added an impressive 286,200 jobs since
October 2010, for a growth rate of 3.4 percent.”

Over the year, nine of the 11 major industries have added jobs. Mining and Logging employment climbed for
the 11th time in the past 12 months with an estimated increase of 4,500 jobs in October. Over the past year,
Mining and Logging has grown by 20.5 percent. This major industry has grown by 33,900 jobs since January
2011.

“Several of our major industries are continuing to grow, including the Education and Health Services industry,”
said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “That industry has expanded by more than
6,000 jobs for the third consecutive month.”

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities added 6,500 jobs in October 2011, growing by 53,900 jobs over the year.
Leisure and Hospitality added 14,900 jobs over the month, for a total of 35,600 jobs since October 2010.
Government employment declined by 11,000 jobs in October, bringing the number of Government jobs lost
over the year to 54,600 jobs.

“Texas’ unemployment rate is going down even as its civilian labor force has grown to more than 12.3 million,”
said TWC Commissioner Representing the Public Andres Alcantar. “We encourage those looking for work to
utilize Workforce Solutions services to connect with job opportunities in our growing industries.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) had the lowest October unemployment rate in the state at 4.5
percent. The Amarillo MSA came in second at 5.6 percent, and the Odessa MSA third at 5.7 percent (not
seasonally adjusted).
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Please note that the unemployment estimates for the United States and Texas in this chart are “Not

Seasonally Adjusted” for purposes of comparison to the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” Metropolitan

Statistical Area data.

Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas
Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands)
October 2011 September 2011 October 2010
C.L.F. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.LF. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.L.F. Emp. Unemp. Rate

United States 154,088.0 140,987.0 13,1020 85| 154,022.0 140,502.0 13,5200 8.8 153,652.0 139,749.0 13,903.0 9.0
State of Texas 12,367.0  11,378.1 988.9 80| 12,3715  11,330.3 10412 84| 121720  11,205.1 966.9 7.9
Abilene 78.8 73.4 54 68 80.1 74.4 57 7.1 83.1 778 53 64
Amarillo 134.1 126.6 75 56 134.0 126.0 80 6.0 132.4 125.2 72 55
Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos 923.5 858.1 654 7.1 925.6 856.4 69.2 75 910.2 847.0 632 6.9
Beaumont-Port Arthur 190.6 170.1 205 10.8 190.1 168.4 217 114 187.4 168.1 19.3 103
Brownsville-Harlingen 159.4 140.4 19.0 11.9 159.2 139.4 198 124 157.8 140.4 174 110
College Station-Bryan 116.9 109.6 73 6.2 116.8 109.1 77 6.6 117.2 110.1 71 6.1
Corpus Christi 219.4 202.8 166 76 219.1 201.5 176 80 212.4 195.7 167 79
Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 3,274.4 3,012.9 2615 8.0 3,285.2 3,011.3 2739 83 3,228.0 2,969.7 2583 8.0

Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2,187.1 2,010.5 176.6 8.1 2,201.1 2,016.6 1845 84 2,158.3 1,985.1 1732 8.0

Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,087.3 1,002.4 849 738 1,084.2 994.8 894 82 1,069.7 984.6 851 80
El Paso 325.9 292.6 333 10.2 327.4 292.9 345 105 320.9 290.3 306 95
Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown 2,989.5 2,748.4 2411 81 2,969.9 2,715.1 2548 8.6 2,905.4 2,666.4 239.0 82
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood 170.2 155.9 143 84 168.8 154.0 148 88 168.3 155.5 128 76
Laredo 98.9 91.2 7717 98.0 90.0 80 82 95.3 87.6 77 81
Longview 114.3 106.5 78 6.8 112.9 104.7 82 73 1125 104.6 79 170
Lubbock 150.5 1414 91 6.1 150.5 140.7 98 65 146.8 138.0 88 6.0
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 312.8 276.5 36.3 116 312.0 273.9 381 122 306.8 272.0 348 114
Midland 79.3 75.7 36 45 79.5 75.6 39 49 77.6 73.8 38 49
Odessa 75.4 71.1 43 57 74.9 70.3 46 6.2 73.7 68.5 52 7.1
San Angelo 55.0 515 35 6.3 55.1 51.4 37 638 54.8 51.4 34 6.2
San Antonio-New Braunfels 1,000.1 924.6 755 75 1,000.0 920.4 796 8.0 988.5 916.4 721 7.3
Sherman-Denison 58.0 53.1 49 85 58.3 53.2 51 88 57.3 52.6 47 82
Texarkana 65.5 60.7 48 74 66.1 60.9 52 7.8 65.3 60.7 46 7.1
Tyler 105.9 96.9 90 85 103.3 94.8 85 83 102.2 94.4 78 16
Victoria 60.8 56.7 41 68 61.7 57.3 44 71 58.7 54.4 43 7.3
Waco 118.3 109.3 90 76 117.8 108.4 94 80 115.7 107.4 83 7.2
Wichita Falls 71.5 66.3 52 7.2 72.0 66.5 55 7.6 72.5 67.2 53 7.3

TEXAS NONAGRICULTURAL WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED?
Sep. '11 to Oct. '11 Oct. '10 to Oct. '11
INDUSTRY TITLE Oct. 2011* Sep. 2011 Oct. 2010 Absolute Percent Absolute Percent
Change Change Change Change

Total Nonagricultural 10,616,500 10,614,000 10,384,900 2,500 0.0 231,600 2.2
Total Nongovernment** 8,814,600 8,801,100 8,528,400 13,500 0.2 286,200 3.4
Goods-Producing

Mining and Logging 254,400 249,900 211,100 4,500 1.8 43,300 20.5
Construction 588,900 601,700 571,400 -12,800 -2.1 17,500 31
Manufacturing 831,800 832,800 813,800 -1,000 -0.1 18,000 2.2
Service-Providing

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 2,110,800 2,104,300 2,056,900 6,500 0.3 53,900 2.6
Information 185,900 188,500 193,200 -2,600 -1.4 -7,300 -3.8
Financial Activities 632,400 632,800 619,700 -400 -0.1 12,700 2.0
Professional and Business Services 1,344,100 1,349,200 1,285,100 -5,100 -0.4 59,000 4.6
Education and Health Services 1,442,100 1,435,500 1,400,800 6,600 0.5 41,300 29
Leisure and Hospitality 1,049,400 1,034,500 1,013,800 14,900 14 35,600 35
Other Services 374,800 371,900 362,600 2,900 0.8 12,200 3.4
Government 1,801,900 1,812,900 1,856,500 -11,000 -0.6 -54,600 -2.9
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities prosper
economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in coordination with its network of local workforce development boards,
call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org.
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